PA3CLQ's Leuke Linken Nr. 516
 


In life and well-being I am January 2 to January 29 for the 11th time QRV as K3Y operation from the Netherlands,,,
with the call sign PH6SKCC #5031C, 30 and 31 january 2019 with PI4OTC #5315
Hope to work you with one of my SSK's
Editor.
 
We have gotten used to referring to the anniversary event as "the K3Y event". 2019 is the 13th anniversary but strictly speaking only 11 K3Y's.
K1Y was obviously meant as "1st year";
K2A was 2nd anniversary;
K3Y because it looks like "KEY" as in straight key.
(And very nice that we don't have to try and figure out a different appropriate 1x1 callsign every year!)
73, Drew AF2Z

 
My statement:
A black hole is an almost infinitely small object in space with an almost infinite compressed mass, an almost infinite gravity all matter in the vicinity even photons disappears there through an almost infinite permanent molecular filling.
That probably ends in a "new big bang".
Naj Pleo.
 
Is it already April 1?
A photon has no molecules.
Editor
 
[N1MMLoggerPlus] Link to my Synthesizer DVK + New WAV files.
Hello All,
A permanent link to ny DVK Synthesizer for N1MM+ is at
http://blog.w1ve.com/2018/10/synthesizer-dvk-for-n1mm.html
I've also created a ZIP file containing every contest callsign, worldwide, from SCP. The file link is at that same location.
See ya and GL in CQWW SSB 2018!
73, Gerry W1VE
 
I used it during the Wisconsin QSO Party, and did not touch my Microphone even once.
Matter of fact it was not even connected.
Worked really well.
Joe WB9SBD
 
Just wanted to share... nice key
https://g0nvtclassickeys.weebly.com/pb213.html
Lloyd K3ESE
 
Key Cables
You mean, like this?
[image: ] 

 
I cannot get all my keys on the desk, so I too seek of a better way... someday...
73 Chris NW6V
 
Origin of "cootie"??
Not sure why I thought the bug was invented before a cootie key.
Seems likely that it would be the other way around, but I don't really know.
Anyhow, "bug" and "cootie" distinguish the two key types.
Note 1920 ad copy I sent out: "The double action of the 'Cootie' key lends an individuality to your sending"... Ha,ha... that's a good way to put it...
73, Drew AF2Z
 
Origin of "cootie" / double speed key,,,,,,
is with radio amateurs who attached two key's back to each other long befor the invention of the "BUG" From slow to fast in no time.
 
[image: ]
 
See: http://www.sideswipernet.org/keys/pa3clq-keys.php
Editor
 
The Sideswipper key was patented in 1888 That’s 16 years before the bug, actually called the Vibroplex when forest introduced.
73, Art, W2NRA
 
I assume "cootie" was used right from the beginning to distinguish it from the "bug" semi-auto side key that already existed, I believe.
Attached is a cootie ad from 1920 Radio News.
[image: ]

73, Drew AF2Z
 
It's "Cootie".
I always assumed it was based upon the old game where kids would assemble a plastic bug, called a "Cootie" according to die rolls.
The little proboscis at the mouth looks like a little paddle.
[image: ][image: ]

73,
Gwen NG3P
 
A side-swiper I made today #Cootie 
I saw a picture of a straight key made with an actual key, perhaps a door key.
The bow is round, so I suspect it's a Yale.
I thought it was a great joke, so I thought about how I could answer it.
The idea came to me...a key made from a lockpick!
I decided to make a side-swiper key.
I have paddles and a decent straight key, but no side-swiper or Cootie.
I dug into my lockpick box, and found a Southord I don't need -- a single ball.
I don't do wafer locks, nor do I pick dimple locks, so I can spare it.
The steel is VERY tough and springy, so I didn't just used it's natural springiness rather than adding springs or magnets...well, I might do another with a different mechanism.
I have some VERY strong, very small rare earth magnets, so I'll mull it over and see what I can do.
This is a very quick and dirty key.
I didn't put a lot of engineering into it, and could probably do better with other materials, better tools.
But this has the benefit of actually working.
I have a long post on it over on Google +, with several pictures, at:
https://plus.google.com/u/0/+GwenPatton/posts/3BTXBA9FDjy
I'll try to attach at least one picture here, but I'm not sure if it'll attach, so if it doesn't, go take a look at it over on G+.
There's more pictures there, with a description on how I made it, there as well.
    Everyone made fantastic suggestions, and I meditated up on the idea and came up with a solution.
I call it the "Goalpost Cootie" solution.
Since the lefthand post was TWO brass standoffs, I made a brass crosspiece that fit between the them. It extends to the right, beneath the lockpick lever, where I mounted another standoff, with a flat washer on top and a lockwasher underneath.
The mounting hole on the left is just a hole, but the righthand mounting hole is a slot, so I have lots of adjustment room.
The main post on the left has a small slot at the bottom in the perfboard to allow adjusting the gap on the left side.
Also, both sides have some fine adjustment ability by selecting the flat face of the hex standoff or a corner.
That gives a very slight adjustment without sliding the post to the sides.
I have it adjusted very well, and played around with it at zero watts.
It's doesn't do everything for you like an electronic keyer, but it's a little more ergonomic and efficient than a straight key.
Putting the righthand post on it was the right thing to do, design-wise!
Here's some pictures. I'll probably update my G+ post at some point.

[image: ][image: ][image: ]
 
73, Gwen NG3P
 
I had never seen a lockpick before.
Dave, W3NP - 3182S
Paddle:
https://www.ebay.com/itm/Touch-Sensitive-Morse-Paddle-for-Iambic-keying-and-keyers-Touch-Sensitive/162425413259?hash=item25d14f1e8b:g:0pQAAOSwdGFYwh~q
Keyer:
https://www.ebay.com/itm/Mini-Keyer-Practice-Iambic-Keyer-Multi-modes-Small-in-size-Big-on-features/162399927432?hash=item25cfca3c88:g:4BsAAOSwB-1Yp6fm
3d printed straight key:
http://cwmorse.us/product/blue-micro-navy-morse-code-telegraph-key/
I like having options like these available, just in case I want to set up a super lightweight station somewhere.
There's lots of cheap gear on Ebay.
That keyer is only the smallest I found.
There's another one that comes in kit form, called a "Mini-YACK (Yet Another CW Keyer)".
 It's a little more elaborate, with several memories and a separate PCB with the pushbuttons for them.
https://www.ebay.com/itm/283241785502?ViewItem=&item=283241785502
I have that queued up on my workbench for assembly, along with a Hi-Per-Mite standalone CW filter.
I was sorely tempted to get a very small and sturdily built iambic key (they don't call it a paddle because there aren't any) called a Te-Ne-Ke (teeny key).
I still may, because it's just so darned cute.
https://www.ebay.com/itm/Te-Ne-Ke-iambic-Code-Key-for-FT-817-Elecraft-PFR-3-and-other-ham-transcievers/141775847021?hash=item21027fbe6d:g:4i8AAOSw1cdb8GMJ:rk:23:pf:0
I managed to get my K4 Chinese key on Ebay for only $40 delivered, which is far cheaper than they usually go for, which is about a third again as much.
There's plenty of paddles and other keys and bugs there as well.
I recommend AGAINST a Chinese 3d printed paddle called a Uni-730a, a black box with red plastic paddles.
It works...sort of...the paddle plastic is far too soft, and flexes too much for comfortable use, imho, but my experience with such things is somewhat limited by my short stint of CW operation back at the turn of the millenium. (I'm relearning the code to remedy that.)
Hope to work you on the airwaves, when I think I remember enough to work on the air effectively.
73, Gwen NG3P
 
Hello Friends
Hi,
I promised to send some details of my maintenance on the rhombic antenna this week.
I've included some very poor photographs, just taken from the ground with my phone.
The rhombic is fed from the shack by open wire feeder.
On 21 MHz, I found that if I used my tuner in the shack to tune the antenna to SWR=1.0:1 at very low power, then as I graduallyincreased the power, beyond 37 watts the SWR suddenly jumped to 1.5:1 .
On 18 MHz I had the same effect, although the threshold for the SWR jump was at higher power.
On 21 MHz, if I then decreased the power, at 12 watts the SWR jumped from 1.5:1 back to 1.0:1 .
Something in the antenna system had changed to cause this effect.
My first guess was that something was arcing inside the antenna tuner, or at one of the ceramic knife switches I have inside the shack.
After tests, I decided that something was happening outside the shack, either along the open wire feeder, or in the antenna itself.
From the ground, I couldn't see any obvious problem with the feeder, but at the far end of one of the arms of the rhombic, I discovered this:
 
[image: ]
 
When I had first put up the rhombic, the copper wire I used was about 2 metres too long.
Rather than cutting off the excess wire, I folded the wire back on itself, twisting the folded wire around the main antenna wire.
The wire is enamel insulated - in America, it's called "Magnet Wire".
Part of the folded-back wire, supposed to be twisted around the main antenna wire, had become untwisted and was now dangling down in a loop.
In the image above, the open end of the wire is on the right (note the bird sitting on the top of the antenna pole.)
To the right of the Insulator, it's all insulating nylon rope.
To the left of the insulator, you can just tell that the wire is folded back on itself, but part of its length has become untwisted.
 
[image: ]
 
Above, is an enlargement of the dangling loop.
When I brought the antenna down, I found that the copper wire to the left of the loop above, marked by the blue line in the top photo, was blackened.
It had obviously been arcing at that point.
So, my folded-back length of wire was appearing like a transmission line, open on the left and shorted on the right.
At 21 or 18 MHz, the transmission line was getting close to a quarter-wave, and power was being induced into the line and appearing as a very high voltage at the open end, on the left.
With the folded-back wire was still twisted around the main antenna wire, there wasn't enough power to cause arcing.
So, I had never seen any arcing before now.
At some point in the last few days, the folded-back wire had become loose and dangled in a loop.
This changed the characteristics of the folded-back transmission line enough, that it generated a higher voltage at the open end at the left, enough to strike an arc above 37 watts of RF power fed into the antenna.
 
[image: ]
 
Either I could cut of the surplus length of wire, so that nothing was folded back over the main antenna wire, or I could twist the folded-back wire more carefully around the main antenna wire.
I did that, and then at the left, I cleaned off the insulation around the wires and electrically connected the left end of the folded-back wire to the main antenna wire. You can just see that above, after I'd fixed the antenna.
At the left, the wire appears black for a few cm, under the water-protective sealant that I put around my connection between the wires.
You can also see how much the birds like the antenna and the antenna pole.
That wasn't my only problem. In trying to pull the antenna back up, one of my guy wires, running through a pulley at the top of the pole, jumped off the side of the pulley and jammed.
You can see that below, at the pulley at the top of the pole on the left.

[image: ]
 
Eventually I managed, from the ground, to get the guy wire (or halyard) to go around the pulley properly.
The next problem was then that the antenna wire, which I'd lowered for these repairs, had become caught up in the branches and twigs of the mesquite trees underneath the antenna.
 
[image: ]
 
The twigs and branches of mesquite have buds on the side, which act like hooks.
They are like little grappling iron hooks and grab onto any wire that passes near to them.
It took me a full day to manage to get the antenna wire free of these mesquite tree hooks and back into the air.
I had never expected that folded-back piece of wire to cause arcing.
I should have thought of that when I first put the antenna up.
My very poor antenna construction technique.
I tested the repaired antenna and even with 1300 Watts of power, there is no arcing now - no sudden jumps in SWR at any power level.
I'm very relieved that it seems to be fixed.
By far the hardest part of the exercise was trying to reclaim my antenna wire from the mesquite branches and twigs.
Cheers, Darrel.
Have a nice day / week(end) gents, BCNU.
Yann, F5LAW
http://www.sideswipernet.org/
By OM Yann F5LAW SideSwiperNetGroup
 
73, from the town at the rivers "De Bergsche Maas" and "De Dongen" Geertruidenberg (800+ years city rights) at: 51.702211N 4.853854E
Editor PA3CLQ
 
-30-
 
E: pa3clq@casema.nl
W: www.pa3clq.nl/ i.e. Huge Direction Finding Antennas

image4.png




image5.png




image6.png




image7.png




image8.png




image9.png
Twisted wire

(folded back)

\ insulator 2

* Dangling loop





image10.png




image11.png
Woodpecker





image12.png




image13.png




image1.png




image2.png




image3.png
“COOTIE’

‘WIRELESS KEY
A “KNOCK-EM-DEAD” BEAUTY,
(as on ers named it)
Thousands in use'in every radio district
Will handle 1 K.W. satisfactorily

of our custon

o s B
05 0520, T ol o St 2ot ke et o on & DR
PRICE FXCLUSIVE REPRESENTATIVES
- $5 00 S e
YOUR DEALER o 114 S 5 A S e
Tadio Dinric
L MEYBERG COMPANY RADIO E \ul\! ERING COMPANY
5 ket S e Francic, Ca Baimore, M
T Fadi D Do
L. MEYBERG COMPANY _ROSE R ADIG SUPPLY cO.

V‘@mgf%@ﬁ@@ _J S

e s for Our 50





